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Same dwelling, energy losses 
four times greater as suburban home

Source: NHBC Foundation
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Biosphere 2
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Rural communities are being left behind
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Just getting permits means
being involved in the system
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Copying German policy rarely 
led to community energy 
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Denmark’s 20% local ownership plan
hasn’t raised acceptance



Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. Title 10

The term “Energiewende”
was coined in 1970s

1,092…
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Conservatives were always on board
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Screenshot from 2013 documentary
“Welcome to the Energiewende”
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Instead of nuclear, the Germans wanted renewables and 
efficiency
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Lessons?

 Let people say no!

 Then ask them what they want 
instead.

 Get rural areas and conservatives 
on board!

 Community renewable energy 
would help small towns the most

 What makes Germany special is 
citizen participation.



Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. Title 16

Thanks for your attention!

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V.
Berliner Straße 130
D – 14467 Potsdam
Web: www.iass-potsdam.de

Should we view the so-called “co-
benefits” of climate change 
mitigation as the real benefits, 
with lower CO2 emissions being 
the co-benefit then?
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